










Hyundai Motorsport battles to top-five finish as all three cars complete Rally Mexico
· All three Hyundai Motorsport crews have fought hard to complete the stern test of Rally Mexico with Dani Sordo claiming a fine top-five finish at the end of Sunday’s loop 
· The team took four stage wins this weekend with Thierry Neuville claiming three fastest times as well as a Power Stage point in the final El Brinco stage on his way to eighth overall 
· Hayden Paddon concluded a valuable learning weekend with noticeable improvements during his first ever Rally Mexico round 3 of the 2015 FIA World Rally Championship (WRC). 
León, Mexico
 
March 8, 2015 - Hyundai Motorsport has brought an action-packed Rally Mexico to a positive conclusion as all three Hyundai i20 WRC cars finished the gruelling 21-stage event, successfully tackling some of the season’s most demanding stages in the process.
 
Dani Sordo (#8 Hyundai i20 WRC) battled through the pain barrier on Sunday to secure a satisfying fifth-place finish, scoring valuable Manufacturer points to help Hyundai Motorsport keep its second place in the standings. 
 
The Spaniard, who was forced to miss Rally Sweden after sustaining injuries in a pre-event training accident, returned to rally action for one of the season’s physically most demanding events. Alongside co-driver Marc Martí, Sordo put in a heroic performance, claiming a stage win in Saturday’s SS13 (El Brinco) and scoring his best result of the season to date.
 
Sordo quote: “I have really enjoyed this weekend and being back with the team. I have felt at ease with the car this weekend and the performance was competitive on most of the stages. We were able to set some good times, including a stage win on Saturday, but we also had a few issues to contend with along the way – which is quite normal in this tough rally. Physically, I have felt ok most of the time but I started to feel some pain after the long Guanajuatito stage this morning. To come away from this rally with a top-five result is very good, and great that we have been able to add some important points for the Manufacturers’ Championship. I look forward to building on this for Argentina.” 
 
Thierry Neuville (#7 Hyundai i20 WRC) and Hayden Paddon (#20 Hyundai i20 WRC) both made the most of their Saturday morning restart under Rally 2 conditions to complete the event with no further issues.
 
Neuville, who was one of the fastest men on the opening day with two stage wins, fought back superbly from his Friday roll, to claim eighth place overall. He put in a particularly eye-catching performance in Sunday’s monster 55.82km Guanajuatito stage, the longest stage of the rally. He then took a stage win in the SS20 Derramadero stage before finishing third in the final El Brinco stage to take an important Power Stage point.  
 
Neuville commented: “Our objective today was to push to the maximum in the final stages. The long Guanajuatito stage was perfect; we had to manage the brakes but I took the jump flat out at 190kph and we set a good time. We then took a great stage win and third in the Power Stage to finish in eighth overall, so I am happy. The car has been competitive this weekend so it is a shame that the roll we had on Friday prevented us from capitalising on that. Nonetheless, the team has done a good job this weekend so it has been important for us to salvage some points today. Our stage wins on Friday and today, and strong performances in other stages, show what our potential was this weekend. Still, it is good for us to have a three car finish and keep our second place in the Championship considering the demands of this rally.”
 
Hayden Paddon (#20 Hyundai i20 WRC) and co-driver John Kennard have been on the back foot ever since a small off during Friday’s El Chocolate stage forced them to retire and re-join under Rally 2. The Kiwi crew were then first on the road on Saturday, which hampered any progress, but they made a clear step forward on Sunday as they improved their feeling in the car on Mexico’s unique stages. 
 
Paddon said: “It’s been an eventful rally for us but I think there are plenty of positive things for us to take away. The car has been good. Coming into today’s final stages, I watched the on-boards from my team-mates last night and I learned a few valuable things about my driving which I can now take forward to Argentina. The final stage today pretty much summed up the weekend for us after I was caught out under braking early on in the stage, but we have still got lots of mileage this weekend and built up a good bank of experience in these stages, which was the main target, so I’m reasonably happy.”
 
Hyundai Motorsport continues to hold second place in the Manufacturers’ Championship following a determined and professional performance in Rally Mexico. Four stage wins and a Power Stage point gives the team a lot of encouragement heading to the next event in Rally Argentina, but everyone is aware of the work still required to keep up the pace with the front-runners.  
 
Team Principal Michel Nandan said: “All in all, it has been a busy and gruelling rally but the team has worked exceptionally well to cope with the tough conditions we have faced in Mexico. The performance of the Hyundai i20 WRC cars met our expectations for this event, where the high altitude can really affect the car’s behaviour; I am satisfied that our hard work in this area paid off. Dani did a good job in his first rally back from injury and showed a real determination to perform at the highest level. Fifth place is a good result and, with Thierry in eighth, gives us more Manufacturer Points. Thierry set some strong stage times this weekend, and this was perfectly highlighted with third in the Power Stage. The puncture and subsequent roll on Friday stopped him from mounting a podium challenge this weekend. Hayden, too, was unfortunate on Friday and was hurt by an early road position on Saturday. He showed the usual professionalism and fight, making a breakthrough in today’s final stages. We have a lot to be happy with, a lot still to work on but we hope that Rally Argentina will show another improvement in our overall team performance against tough opposition.”   
 
Overall Unofficial Final Classification 

1. S. Ogier / J. Ingrassia (Volkswagen Polo R WRC) 4:19:13.4 
2. M. Østberg / J. Andersson (Citroën DS3 WRC) +1:18.8 
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]A. Mikkelsen / O. Floene (Volkswagen Polo R WRC) +1:25.1 
4. E. Evans / D. Barritt (Ford Fiesta RS WRC) +3:40.2 
5. D. Sordo / M. Martí (Hyundai i20 WRC) +5:01.8 
6. M. Prokop / J. Tomanek (Ford Fiesta RS WRC) +6:36.1 
7. N. Al-Attiyah / M. Baumel (Ford Fiesta RRC) +14:52.7 
8. T. Neuville / N. Gilsoul (Hyundai i20 WRC) +22:43.3 
9. N. Fuchs / F. Mussano (Ford Fiesta R5) +22:49.0 
10. J. Ketomaa / K. Lindstrom (Ford Fiesta R5) +23:10.2 
      …
      17. H. Paddon / J. Kennard (Hyundai i20 WRC) +54:20.5
 



 
2015 FIA World Rally Championship for Drivers’ Standings
 
S. Ogier 81 points / A. Mikkelsen 47 / T. Neuville 35 / M. Østberg 32 / E. Evans 26 / J.M. Latvala 19 / D. Sordo 18 / M. Prokop 14 / O. Tanak 12 / H. Paddon 10 / K. Meeke 10 / S. Loeb 6 / N. Al-Attyiah 6 / Y. Protasov 2 / N. Fuchs 2 / J. Ketomaa 1 
 
2015 FIA World Rally Championship for Manufacturers’ Standings
 
Volkswagen Motorsport 99 points / Hyundai Motorsport 75 / M-Sport World Rally Team 48 / Citroën Total Abu Dhabi World Rally Team 42 / Jipocar Czech National Team 20 / Volkswagen Motorsport II 15 / Hyundai Motorsport N 3 / FWRT SRL 1 
 
All results remain subject to official FIA confirmation.
 
-Ends-

About Hyundai Motorsport GmbH
Established on 19 December 2012, Hyundai Motorsport GmbH is responsible for Hyundai’s global motorsport activities and primarily for its World Rally Championship programme.  Based in Alzenau on the outskirts of Frankfurt in Germany, the company embarked on its debut season in the FIA World Rally Championship in 2014 with a bespoke team of skilled staff and a brand new car, the Hyundai i20 WRC. The team made a strong impression in its first year claiming podium results in Mexico and Poland, as well as a memorable 1-2 in Germany with Thierry Neuville and Dani Sordo. 2015 is Hyundai Motorsport’s second season in WRC and the team aims to build on the firm foundations laid in its maiden year of competition. 

About Hyundai Motor Company
Established in 1967, Hyundai Motor Company is committed to becoming a lifetime partner in automobiles and beyond. The company, which leads the Hyundai Motor Group, an innovative business structure capable of circulating resources from molten iron to finished cars, offers top-quality best-sellers such as Elantra, Sonata and Genesis. Hyundai Motor has eight manufacturing bases and seven design & technical centers worldwide and in 2014, sold 4.96 million vehicles globally. With almost 100,000 employees worldwide, Hyundai Motor continues to enhance its product line-up with localized models and strives to strengthen its leadership in clean technology, starting with the world’s first mass-produced hydrogen-powered vehicle, ix35 Fuel Cell.  
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